Welcome to Latin Teacher Training!

Lesson One

We hope to give you an overview of Latin, and help you to see how easy and fun it is!


I.  First of all, do you know why you should study Latin, a dead language?

12 Top Reasons to Study Latin

By: Nan Hunt

1. Latin fosters memory storage and language retrieval.

2. Latin enables you to see and receive ideas in extraordinary ways.

3. Latin is mental gymnastics and trains your brain in code breaking.

4. Once you have studied Latin you cannot write a bad English sentence.

5. According to Martin Luther, “Latin is the sacred sheath for the sacred sword.”

6. Latin has pulled together art, history, geography, music, religion, government, science, math and culture and is the mother tongue of Western Civilization.

7. Latin is economical because it is the mother of all Romance Languages.

8. Through systematical training, Latin trains the mind deeply and enables the brain to see and understand connections between words and concepts.

9. Latin calms the mind in that it is systematic, organized, orderly, logical and cumulative.

10. English comes alive through the study of Latin

11. Latin mastered helps you master other areas of your life.

12. Latin increases your capacity for thought through clarity and precision.


II. Perhaps you have wondered about the Roman alphabet.  It is almost the same as ours, except that during certain time periods, they used an I instead of a J.  And also, the letter v originally stood for both the sound of the vowel u and the sound of our consonant w.  The majority  of the letters are pronounced like they are in English, except for some vowels and vowel combinations, which are listed below.  A few other exceptions include that C says k usually, but if it is followed by AE, E or I, it says ch, as in cibus… CHEE boose  and caelum.. CHAY loom.


ae says ay as in day
ei says ay as in day
oe says ay as in day
ai says “i” as in light
au says ow as in how
eu says oo
ui says wee


So you would pronounce poena as PAY nah.  Feminae sounds like FEM  ee nay.


You will also learn many prefixes and suffixes that come from Latin are used to form English words.  Here are a few, along with their meanings, that you might recognize.

pre, before

ante, before

circum, around
contra, against
post, after

pro, for

super, above

sine, without
in, not


sub, under

ex, out of

cum or col, with
prope,  nearby

Who even spoke Latin?  No, not Latin Americans!  It was the ancient Romans.  
Does anyone even speak it today?  Well, in a sense, we who are either Americans, British, Rumanians, Italians, French and Spanish do.  At least a derivative of it.

Should we learn to speak Latin?  If you think you might be lost in ancient Rome, yes!  If not, you may not need to learn to speak it.    Studying Latin to learn the structure of languages and English words that come from Latin has more value than speaking it like a native.  (A very old native!)



III. Let’s add more to the section about pronunciation.  

A.  Which type?  Did you know there are two types of pronunciation?  Since Latin hymns use the Italian pronunciation, we will use that one, but honestly it does not matter which one you use, since we are not likely to get lost in ancient Rome!

Here is a handy chart to use when learning the phonics sounds of Latin. If a letter is in bold, it is pronounced just like the same English letter.

Consonants






Diphthongs


b





oe
ay


c
k, ch (when followed by e, i, ae. oe)
ae
ay

d





ei
ay


f





au
ow


g
g, j (when followed by e, i)

eu
eu as in neutral, at the beginning of the 









word: yoo as in Europe


h





ui
wee


k
(K is used chiefly in abbreviations, such as Kal. Kallendae)

l

m

n





Blends


p





ch
k as in character


q 
followed by u



ci
chee


r





gu
gu as in language


s
ss (but when between 2 vowels or last, z)
ph
ph as in phone

t





su
sw


v





th
as the t in take

x
ks, gs 




bs
ps


z
dz




bt 
pt








tia
tsee-ah

Vowels


ā
as in father


a
as in abyss


ē
as in they

e
as in met

ī
as in machine

i
as in sit


iū
(when followed by the vowel u, i sounds like the consonant y) as in you 

ō
as in holy


o
as in stop

ū
as in rude, or as oo in boot

u
as in full, or oo as in foot

y
as in sit, only in foreign words



When no mark is written above a letter in the vocabulary, it means it is a “short” vowel.


B. Accent                 

Latin words are NEVER accented on the last syllable. A word of two syllables is accented on the first. The rules for accents are not really consistent for the Italian pronunciation, so accents will be marked in your vocabulary. 


Practice with these words, checking with the chart in Section I first:


fāmī′līa

hō′dīē
pā′ter

stīpen′dīum

sī′nē

lēgā′tūs

ā′mō, āmā′rē, āmā′vī, āmā′tūs
cān′tō, cāntā′rē, cāntā′vī, cāntā′tūs
inimī′ca
IV.  The History of the Latin Language

During the time of the legendary founding of Rome, ca. 753 B.C., Latin was the language spoken by the tribes who lived in Italy.   The first Latin literature was not found until around 250 B.C. and was mostly translations of Greek literature or imitations of Greek work.


In 100 B.C., Cicero, Caesar, Virgil and Tacitus wrote documents which improved the style of Latin literature and greatly increased the Latin vocabulary.  Their works are considered classics because they have stood the test of time.

Jerome translated the Bible into Latin in A.D. 405, and it is written in the Latin dialect which was used by regular people, not the intellectuals.  

Latin continued to be the primary language of the Mediterranean region, along with Greek, until the seventh century, when its use began to decline.  There was a resurgence of interest in studying Latin during the Renaissance, and until 1900, Latin was required as part of college entrance requirements.  It fell out of favor during the 1960’s, and is now enjoying a renewing of public interest, due primarily to the increased interest in reading old documents in their original language, as well as the benefits of an extensive English vocabulary derived from studying Latin.
V. Derivatives.  What do we mean?  A derivative is an English word that has a Latin root, and is therefore derived from Latin.  Learning English derivatives is one of the main reasons we study Latin—to improve our vocabularies.  Did you know that 60-70% of all English words come from Latin?

Here are some you know already:  

LATIN WORD


DERIVATIVE

insula, island


insulate

remaneo, stay


remain
ignis, fire


ignite, ignition

femina, woman

feminine

frater, brother


fraternity

VI. Four Principal Parts of a Latin verb
When you learned English, you learned that there were three principal parts, or forms, for an English verb.  Examples are:  go, went, gone…. see, saw, seen… hide, hid, hidden.

In Latin we learn four forms for each Latin verb.  Here is one:

cānʹtō, cantāʹrē, cāntāʹvī, cāntāʹtūs, sing
The first two mean: I sing, and  to sing. That is all you need to know in the beginning. 

VII. Conjugating a Verb

What a strange word, conjugating!    To conjugate a verb is to show the form the verb takes for each person.   For example, to conjugate the verb "to sing" (in the present tense),  look at this chart.





     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	I sing
	we sing

	Second Person
	you sing
	you (all) sing

	Third Person
	he, she, or it sings
	they sing



To conjugate a verb in Latin is similar, but since it is a different type of language, we do it differently.   Look at the second principal part, cantare, which means “to sing.”

Remove the re ending, and what is left?  It is called the stem, and in this case is canta-.
Write that down six times in a chart like the one above.




     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	canta
	canta

	Second Person
	canta
	canta

	Third Person
	canta
	canta


Instead of writing, I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they, Latin simply adds a letter to the end of the canta- to show who does the singing.  (But leave off the last a of First Person Singular.)





     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	canto, I sing
	cantamus, we sing

	Second Person
	cantas, you sing
	cantatis, you (all) sing

	Third Person
	cantat, he, she, or it sings
	cantant, they sing



These endings in bold are added to the stem of a verb to show who does the action of the verb.

Let’s try another one.
hā′bītō, hābītā′rē, hābītā′vī, hābītā′tūs, live (be alive)
1. Remove the re ending of the 2nd principal part…. giving us habita.
2. Make the chart, inserting habita in each square.




     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	habita
	habita

	Second Person
	habita
	habita

	Third Person
	habita
	habita


3. Leave off the a in First Person Singular.





     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	habit
	habita

	Second Person
	habita
	habita

	Third Person
	habita
	habita



4. Add endings to show who lives.





     Singular


         Plural

	First Person
	habito
	habitamus

	Second Person
	habitas
	habitatis

	Third Person
	habitat
	habitant


5. Next, add the meanings.

	First Person
	habito, I live
	habitamus,, we live

	Second Person
	habitas, you live
	habitatis, you (all) live

	Third Person
	habitat, he/she/it lives
	habitant, they live


Now, you have conjugated a verb!

VIII.  Here is a vocabulary you can use to practice pronunciation and then do your worksheet.   Remember, just go through the steps above to conjugate a verb!



Vocabulary 





                  English Derivatives

ām′būlō, āmbūlā′rē, āmbūla′vī, āmbūlā′tūs, walk, stroll         (ambulatory, ambulance)
ā′mō, āmā′rē, āmā′vī, āmā′tūs, love, like                            (amiable, amicable, amatory)

āppel′lō, āppellā′rē, āppellā′vī, āppellā′tūs, address, name, call                 (appellation)
auscūl′tō, auscūltā′rē, auscūltā′vī, auscūltā′tūs, listen to, overhear

cān′tō, cāntā′rē, cāntā′vī, cāntā′tūs, sing

   
            (cantata, cantor)

clā'mō, clāmā'rē, clāmā'vī, clāmā'tūs, shout
confīr′mō, confīrmā′rē, confīrmā′vī, confīrmā′tūs, strengthen, declare  (confirmation)

consē'crō, consēcrā're, consēcrā'vī, consēcrā'tūs, bless

     (consecrate)
cū′rō, cūrā′rē, cūrā′vī, cūrā′tūs, care for, take care of                                        (curator)
dō, dā′rē, ded′ī, dā′tūs, give         


                                   (donation)
hā′bītō, hābītā′rē, hābītā′vī, hābītā′tūs, live, dwell
                         (inhabit)
hon′ōrō, honōrā′rē, honōrā′vī, honōrā′tūs, honor
lābō′rō, lābōrā′rē, lābōrā′vī, lābōrā′tūs, work, suffer, am hard pressed      (laboratory)
lā′crīmō, lācrīmā′rē, lācrīmā′vī, lācrīmā′tūs, cry, weep


lau′dō, laudā′rē, laudā′vī, laudā′tūs, praise

                      (laudable)
lī′berō, līberā′rē, līberā′vī, līberā′tūs, set free, free

           (liberate)

nār′rō, nārrā′rē, nārrā′vi, nārrā′tūs, tell, relate

                     (narration)

Send me  your worksheet at mary@latintrivium.com now.  I will correct it and send on the next lesson.

See you next time!

� A diphthong is a combination of vowels with a unique sound different from the single vowels themselves.





